Hemifacial spasm: a review.
Hemifacial spasm can be diagnosed by observation and clinical history. It is thought to arise primarily from compression of the facial nerve at the pons, usually by an adjacent artery. Although many approaches to treatment have been tried, the most effective is microvascular decompression of the facial nerve at the pons. That operation has well-recognized risks, including ipsilateral deafness. The latter complication ordinarily can be avoided by the use of intraoperative monitoring of auditory evoked potentials.